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Amendments to the claims are reflected in the listing of 
claims which begins on page 3 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper, 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1-3: (canceled) 

Claim 4: (currently amended) An in vitro system ^'^^ui.dlng to 
Claim 1 whe - nsin the for identifying acrp-nts capable of inl:^ i l?-i tincf 
nr prf^ventina oxi dative s damage comprising:. 

Pi r.etll culture which expresses a reporte r gene regulated by 
a human ftlastin promoter; ^n d 

p rhf=^mir.al means for aenRrati.na reactive oxvaen species 
within thP, r:^ll culture > .said chemical means for generating 
reactive oxygen species -re being a hypoxanthine and xanthine 
oxidase system- 
Claim 5; (canceled) 

Claim 6: (currently amended) A method ciccording to Cl^iim 5 
wh^Lt^in the for identi f yi na agents cap;qhle of inhibiting or 
preventing oxid;^tive damage comprising: 

adding a te.qt agent suspected of prov.i dlng protection 

^rr^-inst. oxTd;^tiv^ damf ^ g^^ tr) ^ Cfil 1 r-nltnrfi which_eXPreS SeS a 

reporter gene regulated by a human el ^qtin promoter; 

codding a chemical m^ans tn thf^ crT 1 culture for crenerating 
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reactive oxygen species in the cell nnl^'rUre, said chemical means 
for generation of reactive oxygen species being a hypoxanthine 
and xanthine oxidase systemj_ 

determining human elastin promoter activity in the cell 
culture t=typo5ec^ to thfi test agent after a aelfi ctP.d period of 

^x^q; a,ad 

comparing the determined human elast -jn promoter activity in 
the cell culture exT:>oged to the test agent to human elastin 
promoter activity in a control cell culture wherein a de crease in 
the determined human elastin promoter act-ivity is indicative of 
t lie te. -^^ t aaent inhibiting or preventing oxidative damage . 

Claim 7 : (new) An in vitro system for identifying agents 
capable of inhibiting or preventing oxidative damage comprising: 

a cell culture which expresses a reporter gene regulated by 
a human elastin promoter; and 

a chemical means which does not comprise OVA or UVB exposure 
for generating reactive oxygen species within the cell culture . 



Claim B: (new) A method for identifying agents capable of 
inhibiting or preventing oxidative damage comprising; 

adding a test agent suspected of providing protection 
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against oxidative damage to a cell culture which expresses a 

reporter gene regulated by a human elastin promoters- 
adding a chemical means which does not comprise UVA or UVB 

exposure to the cell culture for generating reactive oxygen 

species in the cell culture; 

determining human elastin promoter activity in the cell 

culture exposed to the test agent after a selected period of 

time; and 

comparing the determined human elastin promoter activity in 
the cell culture exposed to the test agent to human elastin 
promoter activity in a control cell culture wherein a decrease in 
the determined human elastin promoter activity is indicative of 
the test agent inhibiting or preventing oxidative damage. 
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